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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 4 and 5 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim should refer to claims on which it depends in the 
alternative only. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further 
treated on the merits. 

1 . Claims 9-1 1 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot be dependent on another multiple 
dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 9-1 1 have not been 
further treated on the merits. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 -1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Regarding claims 1-3,8 and 12, these claims contain terms such as "the 
capacitor" or "the electrode" without specifying which capacitor or electrodes are being 
referred to. Note that these components cannot be distinguished by putting drawing 
numbers in parentheses after the terms, but rather they must be distinguished by using 
a descriptor such as first, second, third, etc. 



Application/Control Number: 10/577,280 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2856 

4. Regarding claim 3, the claim is unclear because it specifies that the second 
electrode and the electrode of the capacitor on the input side of the amplifier by 
combined as one electrode. However, claim 1 sets forth that the second electrode is 
connected to the output of the amplifier. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-13 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Rauchwerger (5,553,479) teaches a capacitive liquid level sensor with one 
electrode on the container whose electric field runs through the container to ground, and 
wherein the electrode is connected to the input of an amplifier, and wherein another 
capacitor is connected across the input and output of the amplifier. Rauchwerger fails 
to teach or suggest another electrode which forms a capacitance with the first electrode 
and which is connected to the output of the amplifier. This limitation in combination with 
the other limitations of the independent claims constitutes allowable subject matter. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PAUL M. WEST whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8590. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams can be reached on (571) 272-2208. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Hezron Williams/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2856 



